The cardioinhibitory carotid sinus syndrome is diagnosed when syncopal patients have prolonged asystole during carotid sinus massage. The heart rate slowing and drop in blood pressure in response to carotid sinus massage is commonly reproducible within one minute of pressure over the carotid sinus. The produce slowing of heart rate. A minimum delay of one minute was kept between right and left sided massage. On day four carotid sinus massage was repeated by two observers and on day five by four observers, in the morning and again in the afternoon. On each of these occasions the heart rate slowed from a maximum of 65 per minute to a minimum of 45 per minute, but on no occasion was significant heart rate slowing present. 
